THE WASHINGTON POST



fum'ﬁeg that don't. CHEMERS
have brothers CAN'T AFFORD
2 ey 'h° T0 BE NICE

By Susan

in school but could mcxte tbe mnisaw

between Appala . Fine
mm the Rodt:;. thinks 32356 918.90_
Crosby, the self-created “normal,
all-American” narrator of Susan Saiter’s fine ﬁrst novel.
“Families that don’t move every time the carpet getsa
footprint.”

But that is not the Rawsons, an offbeat, peripatetic family
moving through the midwestern suburbs of the 1950s and
'60s and always falling short of the American dream.
Crosby's father, aspiring to a cultured, middle-class life, is
repeatedly defeated by his insecurity and his hot temper.
Her beautiful mother, the world’s worst housekeeper, de-
fies pretension and has a lively charm. Then there’s her

«wulnerable younger brother Ben, a budding schizophrenic,
whoxsbothsweetandmpableofouu'a eous lies:

in the family, an A student, a cheerleader, a college grad-

uate. AlthoughshelovsBen,shepusheshnnzwayBut '

after spending her adult life apart from her family, she is
drawn into.a search for a homeless, injured, and missing

Ben in New York. _
The novel alternates chapters on the streetsandmthe

sheltersofNewYorkwnhﬂashbadtsomesbyundBen' :

Cheerieaders Can't ordToBeNicexsaﬁ_m_nz, compas-
sionate, and often painful account
and failure t ireaten to
wreck her oonventxsona e. She mes the oTLE success
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Cheerleaders Can't Afford
to Be Nice by Susan Sulli-
van Saiter (Donald 1. Fine,
$19.95) is a rollicking first
novel about what shrinks call
a dysfunctional family. Cros-
by Rawson tells her story on
two tracks: In the present, she
leaves her boyfriend behind in
California, postpones plans
for law school, and jets to
New York City to locate her
“troubled” and recently miss-
ing brother Ben. Meanwhile,
the past engulfs her in memo-
ries of growing up in a middle-
class family that is the under-
side of the American Dream.

Crosby is a heroine who
immediately captures our
sympathy: she’s a survivor
and though she’s tempted by
more selfish goals, she’s
overtaken by a need to do
the right thing and rescue
Ben from his demons.
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Three cheers for Saiter

Cheerieaders Can't Afford To Be Nice
By Susan Sullivan Saiter
$19.95

Donald L. Fine:
his is a story of pathos, love, fear, all set in a time IVIARKS
T when the American family disintegrated.

Tt ook a generation for the words “nuclear fam-
ily” to appear in common speech but those who endured
the life quickly learned that constant moves, elimination
of extended family and personal upheaval were things to
be endured if not enjoyed.

Crosby Rawson wanted so much from life. As the story
opens, she is leaving her successful California job to go to
New York. Her quest is a missing brother, a man who has
been nothing but trouble from the moment he was born.

As she heads East, she remembers the upheaval that
marked most of her life.

Her parents moved several times a year; her dad drank,
changed jobs a lot and fought with everyone.

Her mom always talked about becoming a student

' nurse, wore only one shade of lipstick and kept a slovenly
house that was always in a state of chaos.

The parents dragged the children from one eerie place
to another.

Crosby struggled to be normal, to enter classes with a
big smile-and a hope that the life she saw on television
would somehow be hers.

She was saddled with a brother who was possibly in-
sane. The reader never knows for sure if Ben is really nuts
or just incredibly angry. He ruins parties, turns destruc-
tive and alwayvs manages to do something so stupid that
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the urge to kill him is close.

Underneath it all is a sweetness that she can’t forget
and that always makes her forgive the lad.

Now, he is lost in New York, a junkie who is battered
and missing. She is endangering a personal relationship
and her whole career to roam through shelters as she
searches for the little brother she remembers as the one
constant in her life, even if he was a pain. !

“Cheerleaders Can't Afford To Be Nice" is the kind of
book no one will ever forget, It's about the end of inno- .

who w %
_dent and giamaged each other without intending harm.

It is a condemnation on modern life ar
of the misfits in today's world. It gl

s it chronicles the ageless search for the t American
Dream — the one that always manages to remain out of

reach. 1
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about Ben from a New York shelter
for the homeless, Crosby, now 40,
must go in search of her lost broth-
er to find herself.

Mﬂwﬁﬂ‘é‘*
Crosby's journey alternales be-

tween memories of a disjointed
past, related convincingly in a
young girl's ingenuous, and a teen-
ager’s calculating voice, and the
events of a disjointed, hazardous
present. Love and anger clash as
Crosby struggles to reconcile with
Ben and to confront reality, as her
parents, fleeing from their own fam-
ilies, never could. This is a
well-drawn t of er-
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Susan Sullivan Saiter, author &f

na e, re-
?fores a ruders luth n women

Saiter makes an Im ressive fic-
10n_debul with 'ﬁe_ﬁ%r x‘§' narra-

| 11y life, one up-
3. sé rooted with
more moves
& than an Army
y¥4] brat as her fa-
k] ther jumps
e from to job.
) ER Mom is no rock
of Gibralter, and brother Ben is
‘more than a crazy, mixed-up kid.
He'sa lunatic. .

[ Ben Is also the subject of
« Crosby's attention, as she flies to
= New York from her successful ca-
reer, panting lover and affordable
ewdolo(emtmam.bym
homeless and jobless — a lost
. 'man of the streets.

- It's notasn.oundasm.




