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Out on a weedy field
hard against the Cabrini-
Green towers, most days
you'll see a team of kids
from the project warily ig-
noring the gang members
and slugging it out on the
baseball diamond.

Inside a Cahnm-{i:een
building down the way, &

summer tutoring program
is under way.

The baseball team and
tutoring, as well as & bas-
ketball team and field
trips, probably wouldn't
exist if it weren't for a
young Chicago school-
teacher, Vineil Garter,

started Project Education
Pius at Cabrini-Green.

The programs, partly
funded from the Joyce
Foundation, operate out of
two Cabrini-Green row
honses on Cleveland Ave-
noe. A Cabrini-Green
mother-and-daughter team,
Louise snd Rose Rhine,
struggie zogethe@ with
Carter to find eguipment
end good kids.

“I'm trying to make
thems know that there’s
more out there. Most of
thern stay in here all the
fime. It's like a prison,”
Carter said.

The tutoring program is
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fair,
grams designed fo steer
teenagers from gangs are
vear-round. About 90 chil-
dren of all ages play on the
half-dozen baseball and
basketball teams, named
the Demons.

But that’s 90 out of what
Carter estimates to be
10,000 children in Cabrini-
Green. Many of the others
belong to gangs, and he
won't let them on the
feams.

“We can’t have anyone
from a gang, because if
someone from a rival gang
sees him with the team,
they assume the whole
team is in his gang,” Carter
explained. “But the kids in
sports are left alone by
gangs.”

Gangs or not, a Cabrini-
Green team carries its own
distinctive image. Earnest

L Mackey, 15, a pitcher, said

other teams often “think
we’,r’e going to beat them

And playing clean can be

 dangerous. When the De-

mons went to play a team

- in Columbus Park recently,

Anthony Franklin, 18, re-
called, “The other:- team
lost and tried to beat us up
with baseball bats.”

The Demons escaped,

# vithalesson in the phrase-

ology of the upwardly mo-
bile. “Once other teams
find out were from Ca-
brini-Green, they think
we're real tough,” said
Rose Rhine. Smiling, she
added, “So we just started
saying we were from ‘the
North Side.” ™

. The sports teams have
won championships, in-
cluding a basketball league
tournament at Washington
Park last winter and a
Christmas tournament at

i’ Columbus Park.
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more, her husband Jay
McMullen. “Jay would call
{Park District Supt.] Ed
Kelly and get the grass
mowed,” said Carter. “I
wish we could just get a
lawn mower now. We'd do
it ourselves.”

And then, too, Jay took a
personal interest. “The De-
partment of Human Ser-
vices would get us buses for
field trips. If some kid toid
Jay he didn’t have a base-
ball mitt to play with, Jay
would send a cop to the
store to buy him one.”

Also, Carter said the city
provided trophies. They
have to buy their own now,
including the one they
award annually to a top
team member in memory
of a star basketball plaver,
Glen James, who was killed
by gangs.



