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This year more than 18,500 persons living
in Franklin County will marry and at least
10,500 will divorce.

On an average day at the Franklin County
Court of Domestic Relations, 18 divorce
cases pass through the various stages of
legal intricacies. Eight uncontested di-
vorces are granted, five cases are slated for
the drop list, and five contested divorces £2o
before the court.

The divorce rate per 1,000 population in
Frankiin County has nearly doubled in the
lasteight years: from 3.43 in 196510 5.84 in
1973. That ranks Franklin County sixth
highest among the state’s 88 counties.

Franklin County’s divorce statistics thus
keep pace with national figures showing
marriages breaking up at a disturbing rate
across the country — this year more than
4.5 million Americans will marry, but 1.8
million will divorce.

More than 29,000 divorced men and
women live in Franklin County, according
to figures compiled by the U.S. Census
Bureau. In 1970, the most recent year for
which data are available, divorced persons
represented 3.5 percent of the total popula-
tion of Franklin County. Women accounted
for two-thirds of the divorced residents.

Though statistics tell an over-all story of
the general state of human affairs . . love,
marriage, and divorce happen to men and
women——to people not numbers,

Whatever the individual ¢
the experience of divorce has at least as
much impact on a person’s life as narriage,
Divoree often leaves a person with feel-
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pursue careers, make commitments to new
goals, and explore new relationships.

Just as each marriage varies within a gen-
eral framework, there is no typical or aver-
age divorce. The persons whose stories are
told here are Columbus residents who have
been through divorces or dissolutions. The
names and some minor facts were changed
to protect the identities. The people are real,

Boredom was

Jackie's problem.

ackie was two months
pregnant when she married Tom. He had
just graduated from college at 24. Five years
later when their marriage ended, Jackie was
shuffling from one employment agency to
the next, witha 12th-grade education and no
recent work experience. Tom, who had
completed four years of law school by at-
tending classes at night and working a full-
time job, was beginning his career. His sal-
ary already was $13,000 a year. Jackie
wanted the divorce. Tom did not.

“We moved up the wedding date because
I was pregnant,”” Jackie said. “*We had
dated almost a year, and | wanted to marry
him anyway, | st insecure, and he was
down to earth. I needed someone to take
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drain. I missed my family, and Tom was
from Columbus which was where they
were,

T thought T was in love with him. He
catered 10 me, babied me. and took me out
to nice places I thought it was nice being
pregnant,”” Jackie said.

Tall, thin, and earthy- looking, Jackie
said that in retrospect she thinks Tom mar-
ried her to be an orament. Tom’s reasons
for getting married were similar.

My wife’s pregnancy was irrelevant to
my decision. I wanted to get married at the
time. Going through life single had never
occurred to me. I met Jackie when she was
working in Chicago, and she and I hit it off
at first. T taught her how to play the guitar.
But l wanted to get married before I met
her.” Tom said in his curt, concise manner,

‘"chg married seemed to be the most
common state. a partnership with love as the
basis,”” he said. *'I took the chauvinistic
approach with the man over the woman who
takes care of ths_ child. We agreed to that
beforehand.”

However, what seemed plausible in
theory apparently did not work so well in
reality. Although Jackie felt a vague sense
of unhappiness for a long time, she did not

consider a divorce until the last eight
months of their marriage.

“"Let’s build our life on my life” was
Tom’s attitude,”” Jackie said. **Bored
was the problem. I wasn’t allowed to wo
to go to school, to visit my mother excen:
once a week. He was always like that. and 4
first I liked it. "
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